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South Burlington Planning Commission  
Proposed Land Development Regulations  

Amendment & Adoption Report 
Planning Commission Public Hearing October 22, 2019 

 
In accordance with 24 V.S.A. §4441, the South Burlington Planning Commission has prepared the 
following report regarding the proposed amendments and adoption of the City’s Land Development 
Regulations. 
 
Outline of the Proposed Overall Amendments  
 
The South Burlington Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, October 22, 2019 at 
7:00 pm, in the City Hall Conference Room, 575 Dorset Street, South Burlington, VT to consider the 
following amendments to the South Burlington Land Development Regulations: 
 

A. LDR-19-08: Reduce first story minimum window heights and establish privacy standards in FBC 
T4 District 

B. LDR-19-09: Modify City Center Open Space locational criteria and options 

C. LDR-19-10: Allow greater proportion of Landscaping Budget to be used off-site and to be used 
for hardscapes in FBC district 

D. LDR-19-11: Reduce size of reserved width for future buildings in FBC T4 and T5 Districts 

E. LDR-19-12: Modify Upper Story Glazing Standards in FBC T4 and T5 Districts 

F. LDR-19-14: expand allowances for Cultural Facilities, Indoor Theaters, Artist Production Studios, 
and Community Centers within C1-R15, C1-R12, and C1-Auto Zoning Districts  

 
Brief Description and Findings Concerning the Proposed Amendments 
 
The proposed amendments have been considered by the Planning Commission for their consistency 
with the text, goals, and objectives of the City of South Burlington’s Comprehensive Plan, adopted 
February 1, 2016. For each of the amendments, the Commission has addressed the following as 
enumerated under 24 VSA 4441(c): 

“…The report shall provide a brief explanation of the proposed bylaw, amendment, or repeal and shall 
include a statement of purpose as required for notice under section 4444 of this title, and shall include 
findings regarding how the proposal: 
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(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including the 
effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 
(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities.” 

 

A. LDR-19-08: Reduce first story minimum window heights and establish privacy standards in FBC T4 
District 

Brief explanation of the proposed bylaw 

The amendment would reduce the minimum height of residential first story windows in the T4 
from 7.5’ to 6’, establish a minimum head height, and require design to promote privacy for first 
story residents. 

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including 
the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

The proposed amendment will promote greater quality of life for first-story residential 
units in the T4, and promote safety of residents through greater privacy. The amendment 
will not affect the affordability of housing in any substantive manner. 

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 

The proposed amendment will not affect proposed future land uses or densities as 
presented in the Comprehensive Plan. 

(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

The amendments do not impact specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

B. LDR-19-09: Modify City Center Open Space locational criteria and options 

Brief explanation of the proposed bylaw 

The proposed amendment would allow for large properties to designate an open space wherein 
buildings within ¼ mile walking distance of the building itself can count it towards their 
requirement and would clarify prohibitions related to location and natural resources 

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including 
the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing 

The amendments remain consistent with the Plan’s goals for open space within walking 
distance of homes and will have no substantive effect on the availability of safe and 
affordable housing. 
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(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 

The amendments are not anticipated to impact proposed future land uses and densities 
as outlined in the Comprehensive Plan. 

(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

The amendments do not impact specific proposals for any planned community facilities.  

 
C. LDR-19-10: Allow greater proportion of Landscaping Budget to be used off-site and to be used for 

hardscapes in FBC district 

Brief explanation of the proposed bylaw 

The proposed amendment would allow up to 85% of a project’s minimum landscaping budget to 
the used at approved off-site open space locations, upon demonstration that the site itself is 
sufficiently landscaped. In addition, a greater proportion of the minimum landscaping budget 
may be used for hardscape features (90% in T5, 80% in T4). 

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including 
the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

The Comprehensive Plan calls for a compact, well-designed urban area in City Center. 
Allowing more landscaping to be used off-site and/or be used for hardscaping reflects this 
objective. The proposal will have no effect on the availability of safe and affordable 
housing. 

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 

The amendments are not anticipated to materially impact proposed future land uses and 
densities as outlined in the Comprehensive Plan. 

(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

The amendments do not impact specific proposals for any planned community facilities.  

D. LDR-19-11: Reduce size of reserved width for future buildings in FBC T4 and T5 Districts 

Brief explanation of the proposed bylaw 

The proposed amendment would reduce the minimum distance a parking area may be from a 
planned or existing public street where no building is present (the “reserved area” for a future 



 

4 

 

building) from 80’ to 62’ in the event parking behind that area is shared. Also requires screening 
of the area from the frontage area. 

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including 
the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

The proposed amendment will support ongoing infill development in the City Center area 
as envisioned in the Plan. The amendment would have no significant effect of the 
proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 

The amendments are not anticipated to impact proposed future land uses and densities 
as outlined in the Comprehensive Plan. 

(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

The amendments do not impact specific proposals for any planned community facilities.  

E. LDR-19-12: Modify Upper Story Glazing Standards in FBC T4 and T5 Districts 

Brief explanation of the proposed bylaw 

The proposed amendments would eliminate the requirement for upper story glazing to be 
located at least 30” from the corners of buildings in the T5, and clarify that there is an overall 
85% minimum requirement for upper story glazing to be transparent in T4 and T5. 

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including 
the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

The amendments are not anticipated to have any impacts on the availability of safe and 
affordable housing and are consistent with the Comprehensive Plan’s goals for a well-
designed City Center area. 

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 

The amendments are not anticipated to impact proposed future land uses and densities 
as outlined in the Comprehensive Plan. 

(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

The amendments do not impact specific proposals for any planned community facilities.  

F. LDR-19-14: expand allowances for Cultural Facilities, Indoor Theaters, Artist Production Studios, 
and Community Centers within C1-R15, C1-R12, and C1-Auto Zoning Districts  

Brief explanation of the proposed bylaw 
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The proposed amendments would expand existing areas where cultural facilities, indoor 
theaters, artist production studios and community centers area allowed to throughout the C1-
R15, C1-R12, and C1-AUTO Districts. 

(1) Conforms with or furthers the goals and policies contained in the municipal plan, including 
the effect of the proposal on the availability of safe and affordable housing. 

The amendments are not anticipated to have any impacts on the availability of safe and 
affordable housing. They are anticipated to support quality of life objectives for the 
community: 

Objective 14. Seek a livable balance between public, commercial, and civic activity and 
private tranquility and promote the health, peace, and well-being of residents in their 
daily lives. 

Objective 16. Build and reinforce diverse, accessible neighborhoods that offer a good 
quality of life by designing and locating new and renovated development in a context-
sensitive manner. 

Strategy 35. Take into account the quality of life of residents, employees, and visitors in 
the development of City policies, plans, projects, and regulations. 

(2) Is compatible with the proposed future land uses and densities of the municipal plan. 

The amendments are not anticipated to impact proposed future land uses and densities 
as outlined in the Comprehensive Plan. 

(3) Carries out, as applicable, any specific proposals for any planned community facilities. 

The amendments do not impact specific proposals for any planned community facilities.  

 


